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Abstract 

Starting from the experience as a humanitarian operator, in daily contact with the reality of 

unaccompanied minors on the Greek island of Samos, the document examines the regulatory 

framework that concerns this vulnerable category at the international and European level, to then 

dwell on the changes that have taken place in Greek legislation before and after the 2015 humanitarian 

and refugee crisis, until today. In particular, the effects of two laws will be observed: Law No.4554, 

which entered into force in July 2018 and Law No.4636, which entered into force on January 1st, 

2020. In light of the provisions of these laws, but also of many aspects of their non-implementation, 

the situation on the island is examined, where there are several hundred unaccompanied minors, of 

which only a minority lives in the official camp, while most coexist with adults in unsafe conditions 

in the so-called "Jungle", an agglomeration of over six thousand people. 

The report shows the results of an ad hoc research conducted in the early months of 2020 which 

involved a sample of sixty-nine operators from the various NGOs and International Organizations 

present on the island and which identifies the key points on which the major discrepancies between 

children's rights and their real condition converge. The assessments of the unaccompanied minors’ 

phenomenon, the urgencies to be addressed and the directions in which to express the energies of the 

organizations present in Samos are subsequently examined. 

Moving forward, it is examined how the activity of humanitarian workers can constitute a facilitator 

to the adaptive coping mechanisms put in place by some minors and how some activities are 

particularly important for this purpose, as well as it is vital an alert network to report episodes of 

negative coping. 

Lastly, it is mentioned how the recent lockdown established by the Greek government to deal with 

the pandemic caused by COVID-19 has had repercussions on the interpersonal relations between 

unaccompanied minors and operators and how, in this even more precarious situation, coping can 

still be promoted.  

 


