
Abstract: 

Migratory movements from the African continent have long been perceived as a security issue in 

European political discourse and migration policies. This article explores the incorporation and 

reproduction of a security-based approach within the financial dimension of the EU based on the 

EU Emergency Trust Fund for Africa (EUTF) and its presence in Libya. In particular, it examines the 

ways the EUTF, which is primarily defined as a development tool, reveals a mainstreaming of a 

securitarian understanding into policy responses to migration. Using the qualitative analysis of 

official and publicly available documents, results show the multifaceted manifestations of 

theoretically established aspects of the migration-security nexus in the framework of the EUTF. The 

development-based narrative of the EUTF is steered and instrumentalized by EU institutions and 

member states to effectively disrupt northbound human mobility. EUTF activities in Libya confirm 

and reinforce these results. Projects implemented overwhelmingly aim at securitizing the borders 

of and containing migrants in Libya. Acknowledging the dire situation migrants in Libya find 

themselves in, a central pillar is the evacuation and “voluntary” return to sub-Saharan Africa. 

Implemented actions are guided by narratives mirroring the perception of migration as a threat. 

The article concludes that the EUTF as an institutional framework and its projects in Libya contribute 

to the securitization by employing securitizing practices aimed at preventing and containing 

(irregular) migration towards Europe. 
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